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HE Old Engliſh Puritane was ſuch an 
| ' one, that elk God & above all ,%8, as, 

and under God gave b every one his due. 2, 17 

His c firſt care was to ſerve God andb Rem. 13,7. 
therein he did not what was good-in his 4 own, bur® M26: 33 
in Godeſight, making the Word/of God the rule* >***+ " 
of his Worthip. - He- bighly <ſteemed e order inthe, C1. 2, 5. 
Houſe of God ;” but would not under colour of that,f Ver, z1, x 
ſubmir to ſupe. ſtitious Rites, which are ſaperfluous,s Row. 13. 1 
and f periſh-in their uſe. He reverenced g Authori- OG has 
ty , keeping within its ſphere; bur durſt not under;”,s,._ ,.- 
pretence of ſubje&ion tothe higher. powers h, wor- þ x Cor.1,r7. 
ſhip God after the traditions. of men. He made con- ! Col. 4. 2, 
ſcience of : all Gods ordinances, though & ſame he! Plal. gz, z 


efteemed of mo: e conſcequence. He was much "ey dn 


{ prayer , with it he began, and cloſed the day. Ing z 5am, 6.20. 

it he was exerciſed in his x Cloſet, o Family, p andp 1 Tim, 2.1.2 

publike aſlembly. He eſteemed that manner of Prayer{,* Sam.z.ry 

belt, where by rhe q gift of God, expreſlions were _ om, 6. 26 
A2 ri 


- 


The Charalter of oa 
2 
ried according to preſet wants and occaſjonsy -yet 


P X 
—_— 5, 364d he not account r ſet-forms unlawful. Therefore | 
359 


in that cireumſtance of the Church he ye = _ 

{1 Cor, g, 20. / reject the Liturgy,but the corruption 0 _ _ 

27, 23, 33, med 7 reading ofthe word an ordinance yen ven 
4x as private and publick, bur did not accoun 


ed of 
_—__ - 15. tobe Preaching. The Word « Read he eſteem 


. : f effi- 
16, more authority, butthe x wor, apa Gary ade as 
; C He accounted preaching as necellary now : 
4 1 or —— cacy. y ned Church : Gods.z pleaſure being {till 
palace 28, 26 2c Doin of Preaching to ſave thoſe that be- 
x1 Cor, 1,21, OY the 100. hat preaching beſt 4 wherein was 
a1Cor. 14,24, leive. He citeemed that P when yain flourilhes of 
25,1 Cor, 2, moſt of God, gone 3 cadthe demodiirati- 
23-45. witand words. _ _—_— Ruadied; yer could he 
"> = bp On —_— een ſtuddied plainnels, and n 
1 Tim. 4. 1 ; Giſtinguilh c perſpicuiry the grace 
2 Tim, z, 15, radeneſs. He acconneed —— ab 22s 
Eccl.12,9, 10, ofaPreacher ; And chat 4 in «ffe4ion ,: and me- 
6, ©1Cor. 14. maſt helpful 10, re ens 
Cr Eee yr: Oka by DoRtrine Reaſon and Uſe, He hee 
el Tim. 5.1. med thoſe e — « conſciences awake- 
x Per, n. 2 _—_— perſons diſgrac'd. He was 3 wan of 
PERn * ned, Faria ite, and could not be conten- 
Tim, 4 _ qe one pr An hy mn a= 
Pro, 28,9, ted wil im as one inthe morning. He 
or ina x _ Nuh rack without Preaching : 
ey Nas or hifi, rewanting at. 5 home , he would ſeek a- 
22,1 Cor.q. 6 pre 9 — he not by k abſence diſcourage bis 
en Vecebf chongh another wight bave quick- 
m Eph. 5,16, Miniſter, / 1 FR ho eſteemed , though not neceſla- 
u 1 Cor, 16.2. er gifts. Tn ments redeem we ach an epper- 
4. 26. 7. ry, yeta blelling, :ns and loſs The » Lords Yr e- 
tunity with ſome pal emed 


of an oid Engliſh Parrit an. 3 
ſeemed a divine ordinance , and o xeſt on it neceſſary»o Exod. 8. 3. 
ſo far asit conduced to holinels. He wasp very con-? ©x0d. 30, 8. 
ſcientious in obſervance ofthat day as tbe Marr day 
of the Sou]. He was very careful to 4 retnember it, 9 * Chron. 23 
to get houſe and heart in order for it : and when it , ;; $4 
came , he was ſtudious to improve it.. He r redeemed __ _—_ 
the morning from ſupertiuous Nleep , / and watched / Exod, 20. 8 
the whole day over his thoughus aad words, not onely 4s 20, "3s 
to reſtrain them from wickedneſs , but worldinel, 
t All parts ofthe day werealike bo!y to him , and his! Deur. 6, 7. 
care. was continued in it. 4n variety- of holy duties : 
whathe heard in publick , he repeated in private, to 
«whet it upon himſelf and family. Lawful x recrea- « Iſa, 8. 14 
, tions hethought this day unſeaſonable, and y un'aw- 14. 
ful ones much more abominable : yet he knew z the * Exodu.j2.6, 
liberty God gave him for needful refreſhing , which 
he did neither refuſe nor abuſe, The Sacrament of 
a Baptiſm he received in Infancy , which he looked 
back to inage to anfrer- his engagements, and claim © * Cor, 10,6. 
his priviledges; 4 The Lords Supper he accounted *J*Þ" 5+ 37. 
part of his ſouls food : to-which he laboured to keep 32" © 45: 
an appetite. He eſteemed it an ordinance of neareſt 1 Cor,16.16 
communionwith Chriſt , and ſo requiring moſt 4ex- 4 , ©... . 
a&Q preparation , His firſt-care was in the e examinati- « r Cor. "os - 
> 01 yes anadt of f office or charity , bef Revel. 2.2. 
He endeavoured to have the ſcandalous calt out of g rey. , 
Communion: burhe h caſt not out himlelf becauſe Mar. 1, & 
the ſcandalous were ſuffered by the negligence of 0- ria 
thers. He condemned that ; ſuperſtition and vanity of: 4s 13, 12, 
Popiſh- Mock-faſts: yet negleted not one occalion * ©®5> 7.5 . 
to humble his ſoul by right Faſting. & He abhorred, yy, , 
the Popiſh doQrine of op operatxm in the notion, AY 
And in practiſe teſted in 4.no performance, buii Jha; ve. 
UP A3 what. pthc 


4 The Chargiter of 

m Heb, 3.2, what was done in ſpirit and truth, He thought 
5,6, God had left a rule in his word for ws diſcipline , and 
n Tim. 5,1 7 chat n Ariſtocratica! by Elders, not Monarchical by 
Biſhops , nor democratical by the people. Right o 
1 Tim.4,14. Diſcipline he judged pertaining nor to the being, 
AE, 20, 17, but well-being ofa Church. Therefore he elteemed 
28, thoſe Churches moſt pure where the Government is 
Ads 2.1. 18, by Elders, yet unchurched not choſe where it was 0- 
o Toh, 11.51 therwayes. Perfection p in Churches he thought a 
p 1 Cor, 11, thing rather to be delired then hoped for. And fo he 
17,18, 19, expected nota Church ſtate withour all deteRts. The 
Kev, 2, 14.9 corruptions that were in Churches he thought his 
20, «+ duty to bewai| , without endeavours of amendment ; 
q 1 Cor, 5.2, yet, would he not r ſeperate,: where he might partake 
Rev. 2,5, witheworlhip, and not in the corruption.' He -put 
Ezck, 5 4. not holineſs in Churches, as in the Temple ofthe 
r Heb.1o0.25 Jews; but onely counted them convenient like their 
Tohs 4. 11. Synagoues.' He would haye them kept; x decent , not 
fr Tem 2, $, magnificent, knowing that the Golpel rcquires' not 
Qt, I Cor, 14. outward pornp. His chiefcit mulick was « tanging- of - 
49, Pſalms: whercin though he neglected not the merody 
u /ams, 5. 3. of the voice, yet he chietly 1ooked after-that of cue 
x Coll.3, 16. x heart, He diſliked ſuch y Chutch mulick as moved 
y I Cor, 14.ſenſyal:deiight, and was an: hindrance to ſpiritual iny 
26, largements. He accounted z ſubzect-on cothe High, 
Z Roms, 13, 1 er Powers to be part of pure Religion, as-well;ast0 
lam. 1.27. viſit the fatherlefs and widdowes: ye: did hediſtin- 
guiſh between authority and luſts of Magiſtrates ,- to 

a 1 Cor,7, 23 that he ſubmitted, but in theſe he durſt not be a ſer- 
b Ros, 13, 5.vant of men, being bought with a price. 6 Juſt Lawes 
. and commands he willingiy obeyed-not only for fear 

c Af 4 19; butfor conſcience alſo; but, ſuch as were unjuſt be 
refuſed to obſerve, chuling c rather to obey God than 

d er. 26,14 man : yet bis refuſal was d modeſt and with ſubmil.- 
IS, li9n 


of an old Engliſh Puritan. 5 
lion to penalties , unleſs he could procure indulgence 
from Authority, He was in all relations to 
know and do duty, and that with e ſingleneſs of heart _— 
as unto Chriſt, He accounted f Religion an engage-f Col. 3, 3z, 
ment to duty , that the beft Chriſtians ſhould be beſts 2 Tim, 6, r, 
hasbands, belt wives, beſt Parents, beſt children, beſt wer 
maſters, beſt ſervants, beſt Magiſtrates , beſt Subjects, * —__g 
that the g doctrine of God might be adorned, h not Mar, 7,25. 
biaſphemed. His family he endeavoured to make-ab Coloſ.4.rs, 
Church, both in regard of s perſons and exerciſes, ad-Pl.13.1,2,6,7. 
mitting none into it but ba feared God, and la- 
bouring that thoſe that were born init , might be | 
born again to Ged.- He k bleſſed his family morning 1 Chr.x6,43, 
ard eyening by the Word and Prayer, and took care 
to perform thoſe Ordinances in the beſt ſeaſon. He! Eph, 6. 4+ 
[brought up his children in thenurtureand admoni- * Gen,18. 1g, 
tion of the Lord , and commanded his mw Servants.to® Pol, ror, 
keepthe way of the Lord. He ſet up » diſcipline'in* ***®. 3-3. 
his family”, as he delired it inthe Church, not onely 
reproving, e but reſtraining vileneſs in his. p Hewasp Tit.z,21,r2, 
conſciencious q of equity as well as piety : knowing 4 Prov. 1, x, 
that » unrighteouſnels is abomination as well as un- 
godlineſs. He was caute;ous in promiling, /- but -pc10 «- 
careful in performing , counting his word no leſs en-; Ezek.36.16, 
g9agement then his bond. He was a man of a tender «Lu.10,33.37. 
heart, not only in regard of his own rs but — —— 
# mifery , not counting mercy «x arbitrary , but a . 
heceſſar y duty , 050% Jon he prayed for p Wiſdome, Jens, 
to dire him ,ſo-be ſtudied for z chearfulneſs and ax Row, 12. 8, 
bounty to a&. He was ſober in the uſe- of the rhings« 2Cor. g.5,6. 
of this life , rather b beating down the. body, then To 
pampering it, yet chedenied not himſelfthe uſe of” gn 
Gods blelling, leſt he ſheuld be d unthankful , bur a-; geclef.2.2.4, 
youded _ leſt he ſhould be forgetful of the Do- 4 Deur,8.26, 


ner, = In, 


6 The Charalter of an old Engliſh Puritag.* 
f 1 Tim, 2, 9. ner. In his habis he avoided # coftlineſs and vanity , 
I on, *- 3:4. neither exceeding his degree in civility, nor declining 
5 y **, wharſuted with Chriſtianity , deliring inall things to 
11, 12, expreſs g gravity. His whole life he accounted ha 
; Heb. 2, 9,10, warfare , wherein Chriſt was his « Captaine, his arms, 
& E-hel. 6.19, þ prayersand tears. The Crofs his Banner, and his 


7 = = +... word Vinci qui patitur. 
Eph: [. 4. 14 He was «ty 7+7e4yor®@- immovable in all times, 


Canr. 1.7. fothatthey who inihe midſt of many opinions have 
Jer. 6,16. loſtthe view ef true Religion , may return to himand 
{ Mirr. 16. 24, there tind it, 


Gal.6 14, 7. 

Luke 8 N . 
my L * Eader, Seeing a paſſage in Mr. Tombes his Book 
and 14,12 inſt pxdobaptiſme ; wherein he compares the 


Non-conformiſts in England, tothe Anabaptiſts in 
Germany , in regard of their miſcarriages and ill ſuc- 
ces in their endeavours, till of late years; I was mo- 
ved for the vindication of thoſe Faithful and Reverend 
Witneſſes of Chriſt, to publiſh this Character, 
whereof if any ſhall delire proof in matter of fa , as 
in matter of right, the Margent contains evidence, let 
him either conſult their Writings, or thoſe who are 
fit Witneſſes by reaſon of age , fidelity and acquain- 
tance, having fully known their Do&rine , manner of 
Life, Purpoſe, Fatth, Long-ſuffering, Love, Patience, 
Perſecution and Affliction, c+c. 2 Tm. 3, 10. 11. And 
I donbt not but full teſtimony will be given that their 
aim and general courſe was according to the Rule z 
Some extravagants there be inall profetlions, but we 
areto judge of a profeſiion by the Rule they hold 
forth, and that carriage of the profeſſors which is ge- 
neral and ordinary. 
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